Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; R factor = 0.070; wR factor = 0.149; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2. 
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, [HgBr 2 (C 5 H 4 N 2 O 2 ) 2 ]Á2H 2 O, contains one half-molecule and one water molecule. The Hg II ion, lying on a twofold rotation axis, is four-coordinated by two N atoms of pyrazine-2-carboxylic acid ligands and two bromide ions, forming a highly distorted tetrahedral geometry. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules.
Related literature
For general background, see: O'Conner et al. (1982) ; Zhang (2005) ; Zou et al. (1999) . For a related structure, see : Wang et al.(2007) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data [HgBr 2 (C 5 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Zhang, 2005; O'Conner et al., 1982) . Pyrazine-2,3-dicarboxylic acid, having six possible coordination sites, is a good ligand with versatile coordination types, which is widely used in the self-assembled polymeric coordination synthesis (Zou et al., 1999; Wang et al., 2007) . The title compound, (I), was obtained unintentionally as the product of a hydrothermal synthesis of pyrazine-2,3-dicarboxylic acid and mercury (II) bromide. Under high temperature as 413 K and mercury(II) ion catalyst, pyrazine-2,3-dicarboxylic acid is likely to decarboxylate as 2-pyrazine carboxylic acid. We report herein the crystal structure of (I), a complex containing the ligand of 2-pyrazine carboxylic acid.
The asymmetric unit of (I), (Fig. 1 ), contains one half-molecule and one water molecule, in which the bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . The Hg II ion lying on a twofold rotation axis, is four -coordinated (Table 1) bis(imidazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene) (Wang et al., 2007) .
In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···O and O-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 2 , Fig. 2 ) link the molecules, in which they seem to be effective in the stabilization of the structure.
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound, mercury(II) bromide (360 mg, 1 mmol) and 2,3-pyrazine dicarboxylic acid (168 mg, 1 mmol) were dissolved in a mixed solvent of ethanol (5 ml) and acetonitrile (5 ml 
